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HE Right Reverend Prelate, 
WF who preſides over this great 
Ws Metropolis, having publiſh'd 
ERS 2 Paſtoral Inſtruction, where- 
in I apprehend his Lordſhip 
has miſtaken the Caſe in View, and deli- 
| ver'd himſelf in a Manner, not ſo con- 
| /itent with the antient Truths of the Goſ- 
E pcl, as might have been hoped; That 
E Impartiality, and Regard for Truth, which 
induc'd me to take aſhare in the late Con- 
| troverſy againſt Dr. TRAPee, lays me un-, 
der ſome meaſure of Obligation equally to 
| ſemonſtrate againſt the Bisy or. 
A 2 1 
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1 ſhall really endeavour to treat a Per. 
ſonage of his Lordſhip's Character, and 
Diſtinction, with all the Decency pos 
ſible: Nevertheleſs I muſt not accept the 
Perſons of Men, there is a Regaia which 
muſt weigh with me to treat the Subject 
in a full and effectual manner. Though 
a Decency be due to Men, a Duty beyond 
this is always due to our great Maſter.” 


His Lordſhip's Letter introduces it's {elf 
after the manner of Dr. Tray, Dr. 
STEBBING, Dr. SKERRET, and others, 


under the Form of a Caution or Preſerva- ] 
tive againſt certain Evils lately ſprung up | | c 
in Religion. It would be thought to Len 
ſtrike at Lukewarmneſs and Enthuſuaſin, 72 
but, as I conceive, is really a palliating ccc 
the preſent Degeneracy of the Age, on the Idea 
one part, and on the other a Calculation conf 
to ſuppreſs and overthrow what is true bol 
Religion, and original Chriſtianity. I! Wn tt 
theſe Evils be parallel, and equal, as his en 
Lordſhip ſhould ſeem to have ſet before RW 
him, whence has he dealt to them wi 

ſo unequal an Hand? Two Thirds of hii Wi Tl 
Diſcourſe labour againſt poor Enthu/i9/", Wi nue 
whilſt the Pages that touch upon Lule- % 


(5) 
armneſs, are remarkably ſoft, and far 
from being an adequate Repreſentation on 


that fide of the Queſtion. 


As to his Lordſhip's middle way in Re- 
gion, I do not underſtand it. It may 
have a ſhew of Wiſdom and Modera- 
| tion, and may agree with the Morality 
| of Seneca, or Cicero, but the Goſpel does 
not ſet forth any thing of this Kind. 
Middle Ways, and Neutralitics, are po— 


ical, but are generally injurious to 
| Truth. 


His Lordſhip muſt excuſe me too, that 
þ! cannot diſcern the Propriety in any 
enſe of terming Lukewarmneſs an Ex- 
ene in Religion. Coldneſs is ſuch in— 
decd. Lukewarmneſs, in the ordinary 
lea of the Word, is neither hot nor cold, 
conſequently no Extreme. I ſhould have 
Wought his Lordſhip might have diſcern'd 
n the Manners of the Age the real Ex- 


eme, without much difficulty; had it 
þitd to have found it. 


| The Paſtoral Caution declares its In- 
uon to be, To ſhew lukewarm Chri- 
| ans how imperfect a State they are 
u. Surely this Repreſentation of the 
Dan- 


(6) 
Danger of ſuch Perſons is very imperf'7, 
and far from being anſ/werable to the Oc. 
caſion, which call'd for it. If I under. 
ſtand it in a right light, it's View is t 
keep the bulk of Mankind in their ord- 
nary way of Religion, his Lord(hip' 
middle Way, ſecure and unawakend, 
without judging it neceſſary to look out 
for Aſſiſtance at the hand of an Itinerant 
and Enthuſiaſt. 


In my humble Opinion, the Depravity 
of the preſent Age, and particularly the 
Ignorance, and . oldneſs, ſo reigning in 
our Church-Profeſſors, might have met 
much ſharper Rebuke, if rebuked at al, 
from the Pen of a Dioceſan Prelate. How-$ 
ſoever Mr.J/hitefield's Preaching, fromvi | 
rious infignificant Circumſtances, ſtands 
condemn'd by the Clergy, I {till eſteem! 
an happy Incident ; and that it was ne⸗ 
ceſſury to awaken, and flir up Mankind 
to ſeek both after new Light, and nes 
Manners. It has been evident, all the &- 
loquent and harmonious Preaching of ol 
Clergy notwithſtanding, the Age has beet 
daily /inking in Vice and Corruption. a 
Reformation has not been effected h 


them; whilſt Mr, J/bitefield's Ende 


vours 
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tours, which go upon a quite contrary 

scheme, have effected it, as I could pro- 
duce ſpeciſic Inſtances, were it neceſſary, 
in a large and viſible Meaſure. Surely 
| cur Clergy do not look angry upon his 
Endeavours through any perverſion of 
dell Intereſt. We muſt not preſume to 
| think they are afraid of ſuffering by its 
L Conſequences any Diminution of their 
Authority, or Profits. | 


In the Letter before me, the firſt Part, 
eight general Conſiderations are propoſed 
r the Cure of Lukewarmneſs, So far as 
theſe Conſiderations are of a moral and 
ſuſcful Nature, and fo far as that will go, 
[l have no Objection to them. But alas 
I his Lordſhip, from his great Learning 
and Experience, to offer eight thouſand 
IConfiderations, it would all be ineffectual], 
unlels the Grace of God ſets in with it, as 
p ſupernatural Aſſiſtance, Moral Argu- 
WMentation will never do. It cannot reach 
Men's Affections; it cannot touch the 
Pill; or to ſpeak more properly, give us 
knew Will, inſtead of our natural Ob- 
pinacy, and Corruption. Yet his Lord- 
up does not mention any Neceflity of 
Ppernatural Aſſiſtance, He has not been 
pleaſed 


(3) 
pleafed to put Mankind in mind, tha 
feppaſing they do artive at deſirable De. 
grees of Righteouſneſs, they are oblig dt 
renounce all this human Rig be e, 


* 
— 
F 


(Goodneſs, his Lordſhip calls it, though! 
do not remember it once ſo call'd in t 
Goſpel) and be content to receive the Im. 
putation of Chriſt's Righteouſneſs, inſteq | 
of it, for Juſtification and Salvation, 


The Paſtoral Letter thinks fit to teach, | 
*© That Men will be accepted and reward 
ed of God (ſee Page 1:th,) according 
“% to the Degree and Meaſure of Good- 
*« neſs to which they have arrived in thi; 
Life.“ Whereas, the Lturgy of our 
Church, and particularly the EH 
the Thirty Nine Articles, teaches that u. 
are accounted Righteous before God cu 
the Merit of our Lord and Saviour ele 
Chriſt: That is, asI apprehend it, through 
his perſonal Righteouſneſs, truly and alt- 
gether unexceptionable, zmputed and %% 
us, inſtead of our own, His Lordihips 
Scheme, and the ſame for ſeveral Ye! 
has been the prevailing Scheme of ou! 
Clergy, in effect excludes Chriſt out of tix 
Queſtion, His Name is now and th! 


. 2 — 9 Oh 
brought into a Sermon for Form's * 
| nt 


ESI 


but the Subſtance of their Sermons turns 
upon the View of Perſons being to be 
awd by their moral Endeavours. Js, 
with rejecting the Nece//ity of ſupernatural 
Aſſiſtance, for ſo in the main they do, 
though, when preſs'd, they would /cem 
on the other ſide, is no better than natu- 
al Religion, that very natural Religion the 
Clergy themſelves inadvertently complain 
of; cloath'd with Phraſes only /cemmgly 
of a Goſpel-Import, but never 7uly ſo: A 
kind of frandulent Language highly inju- 
tious to Chriſt, which wholly hides his 
Excellency at the ſame time that it ought 
to ſhe it, It keeps the Beauty of the 
Golpel out of Mens fight. Chriſt is no 
Saviour in part, We want him for the 
| whgle, Every thing ſhort of this is no 
| "ther than Disbelieving. A real Evil hes 
F in this modern Scheme, whatſoever is in 
Mr. I hiteſield's, hether Clergymen preach 
In through Degu, or whether through 
advertency. It is weak as to every great 
| Purpoſe that ſhould be charg'd upon it. 


| After all our moral Attainments, God 
| knows wretched Attainments at beſt, 
| then only we attain the true Acceptance, 
| When we believe on him whom God has 
| B ſent: 


| 


— — — a ORE LIE A 
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nt: whom he has anointed, and ſeul d, 
for this grand Purpole. 


A Believer diſavows both his V irtue, 
and his Repentance, in the View of Sal. 
vation; in which, to what Chriſt has 
done, he is unable to add the leaſt Grain, 
It is hoid by being added to: And what 
is a Cloathing of Man's own Righteouſ- 
neſs in Compariſon of a Cloathing from 
him, whoſe Virtues were perfect in every 
kind? This ſtands the Teſt of Divine 
Judgment, and is ſuitable to Heaven in- 
deed, If Men will not ſubmit to receive 
this glorious Gift, ſuch is Unbelef, and | 
an Jnorance of the Goſpel], even in! 
Chriſtian Country. 


This falling away of our Clergy from 
the Principles of the Reformation h: 
been remonſtrated over and over; bu! 
when it will be amended, or when th: 
Inadvertency will be ingenuouſly acknow: 
ledg'd, I cannot take upon me to {ay 
However, it is a Pleaſure to the Friend 
of the Reformation, that numbers of ths 
Laity begin to con/ider, and ſee. N umber: 
of our Citizens who are not afraid of be. 
ing a little unpolite, and who 15 t 

5 | BOW, 


( 11) | 
know, begin to enquire after and reliſlt 
the original DoQtrines of the Goſpel. I 
do not mean by following Mr. Ir ieficld 
only, but by ſeveral other Means they are 
taking to come at Truth. I am not at- 
tach'd to the Perſons of Men, or to the 
Diſſenters, for any other Reaſon but be- 
cauſe I think they have the Truth with 
them; and, for aught I diſcern, notwith- 
ſtanding ſome ſmall Conccitions, or Con- 
ceſſions to ſerve a Purpoſe irom the Ec- 
cleſiaſtical Quarter, are likely to have it. 
mean the Free-Grace Dz//enters. 


Proteſtant Conſiſtency is the Point J 
have ſet out upon, And is always the 
Rule (if a bad one, I am ſorry for it) ſo 
tar as my Imperfection will adr1.t both 
of my Judgment, and Eſteem. I have 
cen, think at leaſt I have ſeen Incon ſiſt- 
ency in our Clergy, not only in Conduct, 
but in the Fundamentals of Religion. In 
caſe the Clergy will not look into this 
Matter, and rectify it, I am abſolutely 
of opinion in oppoſition to all Bigotry, 
that Mankind has a Right to look into it 


themſelves, and to hear the Truth en- 


watſrever ſpot of Ground they can polish 
| B 2 find 


— 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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find it. The Goſpel is not confin'd, c. 

cept with Bigots, either to Men or . 
ces. 


We have ſeen the Inefficacy of mere 
moral Doctrines for ſeveral Years. What 
have they done? What have they brought 
forth, comparatively to the deſpisd Li 
bours of a poor travelling Enth/ia/// 
Nothing can reſtore the almoſt peril! 
Intercſt of Religion. Nothing can 
anſwer Infidelity and Detſin, (natural 
Religion being all on the fame fide) c. 
cept acknowledging the genuine Prin 
ciples of the Goſpel, and keeping 76 her. 
when acknowledg'd. Conſiſtency may 
avail much, Inconſiſtency never can. 


I am now coming to the /#cord Por! 
of the Paſtoral Inſtruction before mc, 
which concerns Enthujiaſin. I hope t 
prove what his Lordſhip is pleas'd to term 
Enthuſiaſm, is in the main the 0:9 anc 
genuine Doctrine of Chriſtianity. 


It muſt be allow'd by every body, E. WF ig 
thufiaſm, where it exiſts, is an Extrem Bl 
in Religion, and ought to be avoid: 


His Lordſhip has fill'd ſeveral Pages ol 


I 
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his Inſtruction with Quotations out of 
Mr l/bitefreld's Journal, which he eſteems 
Proofs that this Perſon is an Enthuſiaſt. 
4 is obſervable, theſe Quotations chiefly 
ward Mr. Whitefi: eds private Opinion 
_ particular Incidents; but What is 
ll this, were it much more, to /is fublic 
De which he juſtly complains to be 
»itted in the Church? His Doctrines of 
on, and Juſtification, are not 
the leſs true for theſe Incidents. They 
are exactly in the Senſe of the Goſpel, 
an nd ſuch which Mankind e to have 
Hs general Preaching correſponds with 
the Scriptures, and with the Liturgy of 
e CHURCH OF ENGLAND, particular- 
5 with it's Thirty-nine Ar ticles, taken in 
their grammatical and obvious Senſe : I 
ay in their grammatical and obvious 
denſe. On the other hand, there is no 
dealing with Subſcribers who cannot be 
ty'd to any particular Senſe : Such have 
| evide! ntly an unhappy Art of explaining 
| things away, till there is no proper Mean- 

Jing ft | in them. 


Theſe Doctrines Mr. Il hitefield keeps 
to in their original Senſe. And if they 
were 


en appriſed of long fince, elſewwbere.' 


* ſtill continue, are convey'd in a ditte- 
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were true once, in the times of prim. 
tive Chriſtianity, the fame ſupernatu— 
ral Aſſiſtances of God ought to be expet. 
ed equally now; and for ever. It is the 
Inconſiſtency of too many Clergymen, 
and their having departed from the Sim- 
plicity of the Goſpel, which affords the 
greateſt Handle to Infidels. 


His Lordſhip remarks on the Head of | 
Enthufiaſm, Page 20, that the extragr'- } 
nary Operations of the Spirit of God, by | 
which the Apoſtles were enabled to work 
Miracles, and ſpeak with Tongues, hare } 
ceas d. To this I readily ſubmit; no- 
do I know any Perſon who makes Pre- 
tenſions to ſuch. His Lordſhip's Account | 
here at firſt ſight looks ſatisfactory; but 
the Words at the cloſe of his Paragraph, 
are what I except againſt, as implying a | 
Denyal, when ſtrictly examined, even 
of the ordinary Operations, according to 
a known Maxim ; of Things which do 
not appear, and thoſe which do not ei, 
the account is the /ame. Let us hear the 
Paragraph through. © The ordinary 
&« Gifts and Influences of the Spirit, which 


« rent Manner, and for Ends and Pure 
2 poles 
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« poſes of a more private Nature; and 
« however real and certain in themſelves, 
« are no otherwiſe diſcernible, than by 
« their Fruits and Effects, as theſe appear 
« in the Lives of Chriſtians.” Dr. 
Tü APP, Dr. STEBBING, and others, re- 
preſent this Caſe in much the ſame Light. 
Dr. TRAPP indeed ſays, the Operations 
of the Holy Spirit are not diſcernible from 
the Operations of our own Minds. My 
Lord of London does not acknowledge, 
that they are diſcernible in 7hempelves. 


Now if theſe Operations are not diſer- 
| nible in tbemſelves to experienced, and real 
| Chriſtians, eſpecially Miniſters, I ſhould 
de glad to know what Ground or Au- 
| thority they have to aſſert the Thing at 
al. There is no Ground for any moral 
| Aﬀertion, but one of theſe two, Expe- 
| rence, or Faith, I preſume our modern 
| Clergy will not ſay that they aſſert ſpiri- 
| tual Operations only n Faith. This 
would derogate from their Reputation. 
(And, if they acknowledge them as a 
Matter of their own Experience, where- 
bre are they offended at Mr. Whitefield 
Aber aſſerting ſo fjgnal @ Privilege of the 
Chriſtian Church? 
| To 
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To prove that the Operations of the 
Spirit are difcernible z ue hto, with 
real Chriſtians (for nominal Ones ate but 
of the Queſtion) that is, that ſuch Nr 
have a Feeling, and diſtinct Percepttcy gt 
theſe Operations, at times, I ſh} turvy 
the true Senſe of the Scriptures, and the 
Paſſages of our own Liturgy on this 


Head. 
My Lord of London has, indced, him- 


ſelf recited ſeveral Parts of our I. iturgy, 
but it is obſervable ſuch frong Pf, 
are omitted by his Pen (J hope accider 
tally) which would have put this Po! 
abſolutely out of Diſpute, with reſpect: to 


the Opinion of the Church, 
In the Office of the Ordination of D 


cons, which it is ſomewhat wonderlu! 1: 
Lordſhip ſhould overlook, the Dis | 
puts an expreis Queſtion to the C. 
date for Holy Orders, Do you 7! 

you are moved 'by the Holy ' Ghoſt ? Ton which 
the Perſon anſwers (by Experience iu in 
T truſt jo. Jaſł, can a Perſon be 7 

the Holy GhoR, and not perceive a5 
ſenſible hat he is mov'd? Muſt it not 


AY 


4 
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an Operation upon the Hirit parallel to 
one upon the Body? Now I preſume the 
ame divine Power is as neceſſary to pro- 
duce a (real) Chriſtian, as is neceſſary to 
produce a (real) Miniſter. Again, 


In the Office for the Viſitation of the 
sick, the Miniſter expreſsly frays, that 
Almighty God would cauſe the Perſon to 
dune, and FEEL, that there is none other 
Name under Heaven given to Man, in 
whom and through whom he may receive 

| Health and Salvation but only the Name 


| of our Lord Feſus Chrijt. 


The laſt Paſſage by his Lordſhip omit- 


ted, is this 


The 17th Article of the Church. 


Our Election in Chriſt is full of favect, 
| Pleaſant, and unſbeakable Comfort to godly 
Aue Perſons, and FyEL in tbemſelves 


e cor xing of the Spirit of Chriſt, 


It appears then plainly that the Liturgy 
E acknowledges inward Fvelings ; conte- 
| Quently ſo far I have prov'd the Opera- 
uons of the Spirit diſcerujble in themelvwes ; 
C that 


Cl « 


4 Vid 
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that is, farther Aru than my Lord 
of London; Dr. 7; rapp, and others, do a 
low on the preſent Occaſion. Lat (hy 
kind judge who difſent from the Doc c 
trines of the Church of England, 
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But the principal Proof I would offer 
on this Point are the following $c- ipture 7 
The Reader will pleaſe to take along with 
him, that the Texts concern the E xpe· 
rience of not o inal, but real Chriſtians, 


Rom. viii. 16. The Spirit of God bear- 
eth witneſs with our Spirit, that we are the 
Children of God. I would aſk, can the 
Spirit of God bear 0/tneſs to a Chriſtian, 
and his Teſtimony not be / ger ? Un- 
leſs diſcern'd, it would be u Teſtimony 
to him. 


2 Cor. i. 22. Who hath alſo ſeated us, 
and given the Earneſt of the Spirit in ur 
Hearts. Can an Earneſt of the Spirit be 
given in the Heart and the Heart altoge- 


ther inſenſible of it? 


2 Cor. xiii. 5, Know you not your cn 


ſelves, Pow that Chriſt is in you exc Weg je 


( 19) 
be Reprobates? Can a Thing be ac 


yon and not diſcerned ? 


1 Cor. ii. 10. But God hath revealed 
them unto us by his Spirit. As a natural 
Object revealed to a natural Man is dif- 
cern'd, fo is a (ſpiritual Object by a ſpi- 
ritual Man. The Goſpel is not proper- 
ly a Revelation to the Eye, or to the Ear, 
»f Mankind; until made to the Spirit it 
s to them % Goſpel at all. Through 
want of conſidering this Caſe much Con- 
ſuſion hath attended Men, and many 
Things are continually paſſing for Reli- 
gion, which are nothing but Formality, 
ad Habit. I apprehend, then the Goſ- 
pel commences when a Man believes the 
whole Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, as given 
and ſet to him, inſtead of his own. 


2 Cor. iii. 17. Where the Spirit of the 
Lord is, there is Liberty. The Spirit and 
| Conſcience of a Chriſtian, ſoon as he has 
tated the Riches of Chriſt, are very dif- 
ferent from the Condition of a mere na- 
tural Man, It is deliver'd from Bondage, 


| and Terror, touching God's Laws and Fu- 


turity, by perceiving the Sentence of Con- 
demnation cancell'd in the Death of Chriſt, 
I | and 


| 
| 


| 
| 
1 
| 
| 


| 


* 
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and a new Title obtain'd to Heaven by 
an uncxceptionable Righteouſneſs which 
cannot fail. There are no Spots in the 
Morality of Chriſt, that Title is /#r44{s 
to Heaven zndeed. I hus are fulfill d upon 
a Chriſtian all the Promiſes of the Golpc 
which are truly rich and precious, he: 
brought into a new Poſture. He lee; 
himſelf in a ew Light, and God in: 
new Light, according to the Apoſtle, 7: 
have not receiv'd the Spirit of Bondage 
again to fear: but ye have recerved ile 


Spirit of Adoption, whereby we cry, A. 
ba, Father. 


1 Theſſ. i. 5. Our Goſpel came to jou 
(real Chriſtians) not in Word only, but 
alſo in Power, and in the Holy Gfl. 
and in much Aſſurance. Nominal Chill 
tians have the Word, but others have 
the Power; and by that very Power, ate 
alive, and ſenſible. 


1 Pet. ii. 3. IF /o be ye have tail 
that the N is gracious. Can an) Per 
ſon taſte, and not diſcern that he taſics' 


Rom. xv, 13. Now the God of Hoyt 
Fil you with all Joy and Prare in be 
ic vin 


(21) 
lieving, that you may abound in Hope 
through the Power of the Holy Ghoſt. 
Can a Perſon be fill'd with Joy, nay with 
all Joy, and not know it? 


Rev. iii. 20. Behold I ſtand at the 
Door and knock: If any Man (a real 
Chriſtian) Hear my Voice, and open the 
Door, I will come in to him, and ſup 
with him, and he with me. If a bodily 
| Supper is ſenſible to the natural Man, ſo 
| muſt a ſpiritual Feaſt be to thoſe who have 


and Sameneſs of Reaſon for the Thing. 


| Rev. 1i. 17. Fle that hath an Ear, 
et him hear what the Spirit ſaith unto 
| the Churches. To him that overcometh 
| (real Chriſtian, who overcomes this 


| Ihe hidden Manna, and will give him 
| white Stone, and in the Stone a new 
| Name written, which no Man knoweth, 
ring he that receiveth it. 


l This laſt Paſſage ſets the ſpiritual En- 
go ment of a Believer in ſo ſtrong and col- 
pctive a Light, that J cannot conceive 
I) Words could have expreſs'd it more 
: fully. 


a {piritual Senſe, There is an Analogy, 


World by Faith) will I give to eat of 


( 22) 
fully. The Whole can never be expl;j. 
ned away fairly. Perſons may uſe $%. 
phiſtry as much as they pleaſe: The: 
arc who are capable of cvading any thing, 
and who will never loſe Ground, except 
Inch by Inch; but a diſintereſted and un. 
prejudiced Reader will not, I am perlua. 
ded, require farther Satisfaction, that the 
Scriptures do hold out the Doctrine I am 
contending for A Diſcernment of (pi- 
ritual Operation, far be it from me to 
ſay at all Times; but as I have ſaid be— 
fore at Times, is the undoubted Portion 
of the real Church in all Ages. Indeed, 
the true Door of Admiſſion into this 
Church, is not Man's Power, but God 
only. May thoſe who have not been ct- 
fectually admitted yet, in due Time find 
an Entrance! I know none who are cx- 
cluded, whenever the Grace of God be- 
parates them from that ſecret Pride whic! 
is in Nature, and gives them power to be. 
lieve. They will then change their Opinion. 


There appears a Paragraph in the Dio 
ceſan Letter before me, wherein the Res 
der may meet with a Specimen of | 
Lordſhip's Sentiments with regard to the 


Spirit; a very remarkable Specime!, 
When 


623) 
when weigh'd throughly, if I am not 
miltaken. 


« We arc firmly perſuaded, (ſays his 
« Lordſhip, Page 26.) in general, that wc 
« live under the gracious Influence of 
the Holy Spirit, and that he both ex- 
« cites and enables us to do good. But 
that this or that Thought or Action is 
«© an Effect of the ſole Motion or im- 
mediate Impulſe of the Spirit, without 
any Co-operation of our own Mind; 
or that the Holy Spirit, and our natu- 
| © ral Conceptions, do reſpectively con- 
tribute to this or that THought or Ac- 
tion in ſuch a Meaſure, ©» ro ſuch a 
Degree; theſe arc things we hre not 
© lay; both becauſe our Saviour in told 
us, that we know no more of ſe 
Mortings of the Spirit, than we know 
of the Wind, from whence it cometh, 
and whither it goeth, and becauſe we 
dlearly ſee, that all Pretences to that 
4 Knowledge, unleſs accompanied with 
the proper Evidences of a divine In- 
1 lpiration, would oper Door to cnd- 
lels Enthuſiaſm and Dœuuſion.“ 


— 
„ 


Upon 


(24) 


Upon this I obſerve, if his Lordſhip 
demands in the Caſe of Mr. J/hztefic(4 
the Evidences of divine Inſpiration, 
meaning the extraordinary, it is beſide 
the purpoſe. Mr. V. neither claims the 
Thing nor its Evidences. If his Lord- 
ſhip means the Evidences of ordinary In- 
ſpiration, or the Tokens of his miniſtc. 
rial Qualification, theſe appear, in my 
Apprehenſion, from his preaching the 
real Truths of the Goſpel, his preaching 
with Power, and from the Regular) 
of his private Life. As to the Evidences 
of the ordinary Working of the Spirit 
in Believers in general, theſe are chictly 
ro a Chriſtian himſelf, which a Stranger 
intermeddles not with. They arc allo 
perceptible in a degree to ſome beſides 
that is, to real Chriſtians, by Analog), 
and by Compariſon of Experience. On 
the other hand, there are Perſons in thc 
World to whom theſe Evidences are se- 
ver capable of being repreſented. & ir 
tural Man merely ncither underſtands, not 
believes it, any more than a Man bofn 
blind does Light or Colours. There 
no End of ſuch a one's calling for E- 


dence, I ſec the Light at ths" L 
in 
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blind Perſon asks me what Evidence do 
| vive him that I ſec it: 1 anſwer, that 
it is impoſſible for him to receive any, 
while to my ſelf the Light comes atten— 
ded with its own Evidence, nor is it in 
the power of any Argument to make it 


plainer than it is in its own Nature. 


If the Reader pleaſes to read his Lord- 
ſhip's Paragraph once again, I cannot 
help thinking he will look upon it to 


| have the Appearance of being an Eva- 
| ſion, and utter Denial, even of ordinary 


Operations; I ſay, the Appearance, far 


de it from me to charge his Lordſhip 


wih not believing the Point, but 1 could 


viſn his Acknowledgment of it had been 
nore indiſputable. That this or that 
bought or Action is an Effect of the 
ole Motion, & c. That the Holy Spirit, 
jand our natural Conceptions, do reſpec- 
tively contribute to his or that Thought 
or Action in ſuch a Meaſure, and to ſuch 
f Pere theſe are things we dare not 


ay, lays his Lordfhip. Neither dare I 

that this Account of the Point ren- 

cs his Lordſhip's Belict of it frrefra- 

[ably plain. Indeed I ſhon!d have thought 

I the very Picture of Evaſion in all its 
"apes, had it not come from his Lord- 

D ſhip. 


, ( 26 ) 
ſhip. Very inconcluſive too is the Reg. 
ſon his Lordſhip has given why he are; 
not aſſert any Perceptibility of the Spirit, 
« Our Saviour has told us, that we know 
e no more of the J/orkings ot the Spirit 

[ % than we know of the Wind, fro 

| 1118 * whence it cometh, and whit, r it go- 

TH « rh.“ This Similitude, which relpeds 

the Operations of the Spirit, only ſhews 

our Ignorance of the Mer of the Spi 

rit's acting, not of the acting it's (elf, k 

does not at all affect the very acting, 

Perceptibility, for, we perceive the 

Wind in it's ſelf, no Eft: mer, 

which ought to be the e erco 

modern Divines right in their Vai. e 

feel it upon our Bodics, and nen the 

Sound thereof. Beſides, with liumbic 

Submiſſion, I cannot bur think his Lora. 

ſhip's Argument very unhappy in anothe: 

reſpect. True. Our Saviour told Nicod. 
mus ſo, but ſure not US, not the aſter! 
of our preſent 1/rael ! 


— — 


» = _ — 
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His Lordſhip has thought ft, from the 
27th to the 37th page to range in Ordet 
a number of Quotations out of M. 
Whitefield's Journal ; with an Inj 
tion, that theſe Paſſages are each of them 


Proofs of this Perſon's Enthuſiaſm. 5 
pon 


(29) 


Upon ſupp ohition Mr. V ſhould be 
ent or miſled in ſome Inſtan- 
ces bY 36 means aftedts the Truth 
of |. pal Doctrines, which is the 
po | and upon: But I do not per- 


ccive the Quotations referr'd to, any 
un. ce of the kind his Lordſhip per- 
cc provided they be read carefully 
and without Prejudice. His Lordſhip ap- 
pears offer.ded that Mr. V. ſhould con- 
ceive hirniclt to have a ſpeczal and imme- 
diate Mijſion from God, that he ſpeaks 
of his Preaching as the ſole Work of @ 
Diemme Power, and that he boaſts of 
the Effects of his Preaching as what are 
| wrought by the Holy Ghoſt, To which 
| laniwer ; In my apprehenſion, (and I 
| think [have conſider'd it throughly) every 
real Miniſter, not a nominal one indeed, 
| Vas a ſpecial, and immediate Miſſion 
from God. Every real Miniſter does 
| preach by the Divine Power, and the 
good Effects of ſuch Preaching are ſeem 
in the Improvement and Reformation of 
| their Auditors. Theſe evidence a Com- 
| million from God, howſocver the Pul- 
it be deny d by Men: And whoſoever, 
een Diflenting Miniſter, preaches with 


D 2 ſuch 
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ſach Fruits of ſaving Efficacy, has a bet. 
ter Commiſſion (it l, though no Metho— 
diſt, am not an Enthuſiaſt too) than an 


Impoſition of Hands merely, or a Ro!l of 


Pa! N from all the Bilhops in the 


World 


It is ſtrange the Paſtoral Letter ſhoula 
inſinuate, under its cighth Remark on 
the Journal, that Mr. IWhiti fe. !d is offe- 
ring a uew Goſpel, unknown to the _ 
nerality of Miniſters and Pcople in? 
Chriſtian Country. It thc B 
unknown, 'tis plain againſt the ZLelter, 
that the Clergy have omitted tor ſom? 
Time to preach them; and that their pre 
ſent Conceſſions are temporaty to 6 
port their Reputation. He offers the old 
Goſpel, and the Clergy (not he) have 
taken up a new one. The ingenn Os 
part of Mankind begin to be icntivic 
that ſuch is the Caſe. Such who are con- 
vinc'd that the Diſtinction is juſt between 
Nominal Chriſtians, and real, do know, 
that an Ignorance of the Goſpel in the 
preſent Age is 20% Wonder at all. And 
this may afford a Key to the Caſe of \! 
Seward s Converſion. 1 he Bis. hop, (pag age 
s 30, and others) Cp refs great Sprprizt 
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it Mr. Mhiteffeld's Suppoſition, that not- 
withſtanding his moral Deportment for 
| many Years, and publick Profeſſion of 
W Chriſt, he had but lately obtain'd any ſav- 
ing Knowledge of him. The Matter is 
no more than this, Mr, Seward had been 
| nominal Chriſtian before, but not a real 
One; he had not betore felt 7he Power 
| of the Holy Spirit, nor had ſubmted to 
receive the abſolute Righteouſneſs of 
Chriſt, as his only Confidence for Salva- 
tion. 


His Lordſhip complains, that Mr. Hhzte- 
feld (for ſo 1 apprehend he will admit 
my underſtanding it) ſuggeſts, as if the 
jublick Service and Offices of the Church 
were defective about Regeneration. 
Whereas, the Suggeſtion is not ſuch; we 
uggeſt that the Liturgy is in favour of 
this Doctrine; but what does all this avail, 
hen the Clergy of the Church are de- 
Vechive in preaching it up? This is the 
true State of the Matter. As to his Lord- 
ihip's Hope, that the Generality of the 
Clergy are not defective; Hope is a very 
„ae Term, and conſidering the Occa— 
on, | had almoſt ſaid an evaſive one. 
n an Eccleſiaſtical Diſorder be ever ſo 
nn great, 


( 39 ) 
great, it is very difficult to have it plain, 
where it is plainly delir'd not to be ſo. 


Witneſſes and Proofs can be brought 
without number, that h Generality of our 
modern Clerꝑy arc not only defettiveas to 
maintaining the antient Proteſtant Doc- 
trines, but foralongT ract of Years they harc 
even preach'd contrary to them. Indeed 
they cannot conveniently own fo mich, 
They arc now deviſing a kind of middle 
way to divert its appearing. But what 
muſt Mankind ſay to this ambiguous 
Condut! What will they ſay, when 
they take the Conduct into their Hand, and 
weigh it well! Is his the way to cot: 
fute Infidels ? Is this the way to bring 


over Schiſmaticks, or fill our Churches, WF | 
at preſent ſo thin in many Places as ſcace Wi ; 
. . worthy to be call'd Congregations? ul c 
it not rather tend to fill, and that ///!, Wi | 
all the Meeting-1Touſes in the Kingdom * Up , 
Concerning this falling away of ti: . 
Church from its own Principles, the Res. % 
der may {ce farther, if he plcales, 114 
Pamphlet ſome time ſince publiſhed h 
me, entitled, Obſervations upon the C. t. 


duct of the Clergy. But to proceed: Ide 


Paſtor 
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Paſtoral Inſtruction, Page 45, again al- 
lows the Doctrines of Juſtification by 
Faith alone, and Sanctiſication by the 
Spirit; yet unhappily, as I apprehend, 
preſently explains them away : as thus; 
But I hope (ſays his Lordſhip) when 
« your Miniſters preach to you the Doc- 
te trine of Regeneration — They do not 
tell you that it mult be inſt antaneous, 

* and inwardliy felt at the very time.” 
am ſenſible theſe Words, at the very 
| time, ſeem to be a Salvo, and are ſome- 
times true with regard to the firſt Act of 
| Regeneration, but his Lordſhip no where 
F fays inward Feelings are to be found at 
any time: He has before declared the O- 
| pcrations in his Opinion, to be only diſ- 
cernible by their Effects. | See Page 20. ] 
So in regard to the Doctrine of Juſtiſica- 
lion by Faith alone, his Lordſhip again 
hopes (Page 47.) that Miniſters explain i it 
in ſuch a manner, as to make Works a 
| neceſſary Condition of their being g juſtity'd 
in the ſight of God. 


the final Direction here laid down, Mi- 
ters and People are to believe Regene- 


raltion, and not believe it. They are to 
tal K 


beg leave to obſerve, according to | 


—— n | 
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talk of Faith alone, that is, Chriſt's ac. 
tive and paſſive Obedience, for Fu/tificg. 
tion, and yet it muſt ot be alone; it 
muſt be by Works, our Works, al/o not 
only abſolutcly contrary to the Scheme 
of the Goſpel, but, ſeriouſly conſider, 
even to the common Uſe of Words. 


Good Works are not a Condition of 
Juſtification, for then Chriſt could not be 
the alone Ground, and Author of it, 
which is ever Arictly to be aſſerted, with 
Regard to Chriſt's Glory, and becauſc of 
the common Inadvertency Mankind arc 
ſo ſubject toon this Head. Indeed they arc 
the Duty of a Chriſtian : And why is nct 
this ſufficient ? Mr. Whitefield does right, 
in my Opinion, to make Perſons deſpair 
about being ſav'd in any meaſure by 
Works, this is the only way of bringing 
them to believe, and underſtand, the Gol 
pel. Morality will % be found in 2 
true Believers, though upon a new and 
different Foundation; a Foundation ct 
Thankfulneſs and Gratitude, Ant inomi. 
aniſm is an ignorant Slander, The ſame 
Divine Power which enables them to be. 


lieve, will produce every kind of Morallt] 
Ill 
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n them too, and will not ſuffer them 
o neglect the Law of Kighteoulnels, 
though humanly ſpeaking tueir Will 
"ould ſtand that way. Our cond Works 
are good in their Place, bat they have 
1hingiodo in the Affair of fullrfica- 
inn, that having ever been pirocur'd 40 
rady by Teſus Chriſt, ſettled and finiſh'd 
tore our Works were wrought, either 
cod of bad; and our Concern tor the 
whole Beauty of the Golpel, requires a 
tri Ajjertton of it. 


Would Clerzymen be conſiſtent in 
their teaching, not allerting, and by and 
"y overthro - ing, the World might have 
nope. This ang and ſaying in Re- 
gion appear d remarkably ih Dr. T RAPP 
1d Others; ard to ſpear. freely, I do 
Lot ce the Proſpect truly amended yer. 


it we have Chutch-Articies; asa Van 
rcrd of Doctrine, why arc they not Reſt 
[or it they are not kept to; 4 Conte 
Tad exP/a/n'd away, why do certain 
Kris conſtantly init upon a Church- 
E(aUfh-10t, and too many (lam not 
uin my ed of London with this). 
* (ſteem 
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eftecm all Mankind Diſſenters ces 
themiclves ; nor would even permit a F. 
feration, could they avoid it, hig 
themſelves are really the chicf Dif: 4. 
fers? Kh 


I am not an Advocate for Mr. A. 
field, or Miniſters of the uncſtabliſh li. 
tereſt, for any Reaſon but as they man 
tain the old Truths, and are thor! 
Proteſtants. I have a irm Avcrition tc 
Arbitrary Power, Whether in the 5% 
or in the Church, and can lincere]; 
to ſupport Truth, not firicily Mr, V 
field, or any Man, lias been my. L 
throughout this Controverſy. _ 


Such who are Friends to Liberty, v. 
find it cqually neceſſary to be tric: 
to the Principles of the Reformation. . 
am always of Opinion, *Proteſtgnt . 
berty, and Prottftant religious Tri. 
arc c:olcly link'd together, and togethe 


muſt and or fall. 


The Reformation can only ſubiill a 
flouriſh, by the Principles it began up® 
Every Thing clic in ſome Shape or 0% 


[ 
Le! 


Th 
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tends to Popery, and S/avery, There is 
a falſe Policy in the World, an over- 
alu Learning, and a miſtaken Wiſdom; 
nothing except Conſiſtency wil] bear Ex- 
amination. TRUTH only is GREAT, 
and, at one Time or another, WILL PRE= 
VAIL. 


FINTIS. 


